VIII

THE SURVIVORS.

ALTHOUGH the peace of Westphalia found the
Hansa hopelessly broken, yet it was not until after
this event that the various members fully realized
their condition. Until then they had anticipated a
resuscitation with the ad vent of political calm. When
the Hanseatic deputies had assembled at the Diet of
1628, the last of which an official record exists, they
had voted to postpone to a more convenient season
all proposals that were brought forward for consider-
ation. This Diet revealed the confusion into which
the Hanseatic accounts had fallen. Still even on
this occasion various cities pleaded for re-admission
into the union. It throws a sad light upon the
character of the delegates to read that those of
Brunswick, reporting to that city the history of this
Diet, should lay great and detailed stress upon the
fact that they had not been regaled with the custom-
ary wine of honour and the wonted supply of cakes !

All that was achieved on this occasion was that
the cities of Liibeck, Bremen, and Hamburg, were
charged with the protection of the Hanseatic interests,
in the name of all the other cities, so far as such
interests could at present be said to be at stake.